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                                              Membership Recruiting Strategies

Tell your school community about the new opportunities to get involved in the new year.

· Sponsor a ‘cultural fair’ and reach out to your culturally diverse populations.  

· Promote more “Dad” involvement by planning dad/kid events and activities.
· For more ideas, go to WSPTA ‘Programs to Go” , or check out National PTA programs.

Send membership forms and fliers home with report cards and school reminders.

· Change the paper color or design of the forms or flyers to provide a ‘fresh’ look!

· Translate PTA forms into multiple languages to reach out to all of your school community.

· WSPTA site will have Spanish language resources soon. NPTA already has some!
Create a short PowerPoint presentation to include pictures of PTA members having fun!
· WSPTA Focus Day, waving school levy signs, Reflections entries, and other school/PTA sponsored activities and events. 

· This presentation will be an effective marketing tool that can be updated each year.

Design a visual representation of your growing membership 

· a celebration wall to which party favors with new-member names can be added

· a cardboard or illustrated tree to which leaves for new members can be added

· a jar to which beans, marbles, or ping pong balls can be added for display in your school.

Build a PTA/PTSA website. 

· Check out Google Sites for a quick, easy and free way to build a website

Ask people to join your PTA—don’t wait for them to offer.

· Make it easy for people to join: Have all the sign-up materials close at hand.
· Have a table at school related events: sports, drama productions, band/choral, cultural, book fairs, movie nights, etc
· Be present to sign up new members at   5th grade parents night for incoming 6th graders
· Be present to sign up new members at  8th grade parent night for incoming freshmen 
Publish a flyer with testimonials from your Principal and staff members about how PTA benefits the school. Include testimonials on: 
· New membership flyers

· Newsletter article

· PTA/PTSA brochures

· School/PTA bulletin boards

· PTA/PTSA posters
Attend a school board, city council, and/or community service club (e.g., Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, etc) meeting and showcase how PTA benefits the schools and community. 
· Don’t forget to bring along your PTA PowerPoint presentation!

Show prospective members the value of joining PTA. 
· Explain the value they are getting for their money.  

· Provide a list of member benefits – local, council, state and national.

· WSPTA is the largest association in the state with over 150,000 members.  

· WSPTA has influenced legislation that promotes the health, safety, welfare and education of all children in Washington.

· §  2010 WSPTA Focus Day – over 800 members/children attended

· §  WSPTA members routinely testify at State House/Senate Committee meetings during each legislative session in Olympia 

· WSPTA promotes the Arts thru its Reflections Program.

· WSPTA values its members and has awards to honor them at the local, council, region and state level: Golden Acorn, Outstanding Service, Outstanding Advocate, Leadership Academy, etc.

· WSPTA values its local units and councils and has awards to honor them at the local, council and state level: membership incentive awards, Outstanding Local Unit, Honor Units, PTAs Taking Significant Action, Outstanding Communication & Newsletter, Applegate Grants, etc.
Helpful Links:
· WSPTA Membership Resources: handbooks, resources, supplies

· http://www.wastatepta.org/leadership/membership/index.html
· WSPTA Membership Recruiting: samples, ideas, printables

· http://www.wastatepta.org/leadership/membership/recruiting.html
· WSPTA Programs to Go: great ideas from all over the state!
· http://www.wastatepta.org/leadership/programs_to_go/index.html
· National PTA website: so chock full of ideas, I am only providing the home page!

· http://www.pta.org
You have a lot to be proud of… so why are you waiting?
